A VERY MINI TRIVIA QUIZ
By Bob Womack

Answers are accurate as of 2003 model year

Visual Cues

How many times does the “Chickenhead knob” circle-and-arrow motif (like the “S” gas cover) occur on each type?

Cooper (5)


Cooper S (6)

Ash tray cover


Ash tray cover

Speedometer needle hub
Speedometer needle hub

Tachometer needle hub
Tachometer needle hub

Exterior door handles (2)
Exterior door handles (2)





Gas Cover

How many times does the half-circle motif appear on the USA cars?

Seven times: inside door latches (x2), glove compartment latch, back-of-seat cargo storage nets (x2), front turn signals (x2)

How many times does the ball-and-socket motif appear?

Six times: passenger air ducts (x4) and control arms (x2)

How many times does the circle split by a diagonal line motif appear?

Six times: passenger air ducts (x4), side defrost ducts (x2)

At max, how many times does the wing motif appear in plain sight on a US MINI?

Fourteen times: Front and rear badges, steering wheel hub, doorjam sticker, auto air conditioner face panel, seat tags (2 seats), coin storage slots inside glove compartment, window labels (x6)

At max, how many times does the oval motif (rounded, pointed, and asymmetrical) appear on the 2003 MINI Cooper S (loaded)?

(71 times)

Rounded (54): Clock bezel, clock switches (x2), overhead mic bezel, sunroof switch bezel, rearview mirror, sunshade swivel mount plates (x2), speedo alphanumeric display bezel, tacho alphanumeric display bezel, onboard computer display select switch, horn buttons (x2), side-view mirrors (x2), side-view mirror control panel, side-view mirror selector switch slot, Flat Tire Monitor reset switch, hand brake boot opening, hand brake housing screw covers (x2), door ovals (x2), auto air conditioner switches (x8), seat height adjustment handle (x2), seat fore/aft adjustment handle (x2), Boost radio switch row, Boost radio display row, Boost radio CD slot row, headlights (x2), lower radiator grille, “S” hood scoop opening, side marker lenses (x2), outside door handle cups (x2), back-up light lens, Multi-function steering wheel switch pads (x6), dash airbag sign

Pointed (9): vanity mirrors (x2), dome light, control stalk ends (viewed from side, x2), pedals (x4), 

Asymmetrical, stylized (8): side marker grilles (x2), Vent air intakes (x2), rear bumper faux grilles (x2), high brake light, central defrost duct

(For the MINI, drop the rear bumper faux grilles and hood scoop opening and add bumper insert locations (x4) for a total of 72)

What is unique about the bonnet/body shut line?

It is at the same angle as the windshield “A” pillars and windshield rake, and at nearly the same angle as the original Mini’s weld line in the same spot, A pillars, and windshield rake.

Mechanical Bits

Where is the missing nut on every US MINI?

There are two protruding bolts in the right-hand air box, one with a nut, one without.

Where can you find plywood on the MINI?

Open sunroof, stand by a door and look into sunroof.  There is luan in the headliner.

What is the estimated error on the MINI speedo?

Indicated speed is 2.5mph plus 5% higher than your actual speed.  The formula is ((S*1.05)+2.5).  Thus, 55mph actual would be displayed as 60.25mph.

How many basic body style configurations are there through the 2003 model year?

Twelve: (Left or right drive, Sunroof or no, and three models: One, Cooper, Cooper S)

Where are the MINI’s “Tritec” engines assembled?

Campo Largo, Brazil

How long does it take to ship the engines to the MINI plant?

Six Weeks

How many are crated together for the trip?

Eighty

Approximately how many engines are en route at any given time?

20,000

How long does MINI final assembly take?

Three to four days

What percentage of body assembly (body in white) is automated?

95%

What percentage of MINI Coopers is special ordered?

70%

What percentage of MINI Cooper S’s is special ordered?

96%

What percentage of MINIs shipped to America is expected to have the contrast-color roof?

98%

What is unique about the MINI bonnet?

It is one of the largest single-piece body pressings ever made.

What percentage of the roof is covered by the sunroof?

60%

What percentage of the roof is open when the sunroof is open?

40%

Where is the best place to store a ball-point pen in a US MINI?

Inside the glove compartment door there is a storage slot.

Where is the best place to carry loose jellybeans in the MINI?

In the Shifter Boot

How many jellybeans will fit in the Shifter boot?

Nearly two dozen if boot is pushed down

